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1* Ail diacusoed, in response to a question raised by 

the secretary you nought cauaents on the validity of the 
above naira parser article do ling with the investigation by 
the R. F of Unidentified Flying bjects (UFO)* 

2. I h ve ascertained from the Firfjctor of Air Force 

Intelligence and Security ( ..*10) that the RAAF currently 
investigates reports of UFO sightings within Australia. Ouch 
investigations are undertaken, as a secondary duty only by 
RAaF Formation Intelligence fficero (FIO) at the ix ae receiving 
the report. 



3* The FIO is tasked with issuing a reporting form to any 

member of the publio cl- iuing an UFO sighting and, following 
its receipt, coniuot u local investigation of the sighting. 

Ooc 1 investigation includes the collection and analysis of 
rolevant data on local meteorological conditions, star positions, 
satellite movements and civil/military \ircraft movements. n 
r.vora :e, erch reported sighting requires approximately three hours 
investigation. In addition, further investigation any bo 
considered necessary from time to tire, and the person reporting 
an UFO sighting mry be interviewed by the FI . 









A 



4. 11 completed UFj reports are forwarded to 1 FIS where 

they are maintained on files and used by the Foreign liaison 



fficer (FA ) to pro uco a ye rly sighting nummary. Little 
^ j- ^ # addition' 1 invoatiT tion is po ralbl beyond that oonlucted at 
' Base level. Between 100 and 1 irts (referred to as 

\j* \ y Unusual erial »ightinga or U. by th* F) re received each 

\ J*/»ye.r and, again, tire dealt with by the as one of his 
second* ry duties. 

V S’ 



cS 

.y\ 
■6 s' 



5* VhilGt it is therefore true to say fron the foregoing 

that UF investigations * re t« part-time occupation by fourteen 
RAAF fficers and one senior Ll.P Intelligence fficer, it is a 
gross over abatement to suggest that 'a network of F officers*, 
costing thousands of dolltirs a ye r, is engaged in investigating 
UFO reports. 
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/6. Furthermore, 
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6. Furthermore, the r rticle incorrectly alleges that 

additional expenditure is incurred by the RAAF in the investigation 
of UFO reports. There is no additional provision made in the 
Budget for this activity which as stated previously, is undertaken 
as a duty of a secondary nature only by Permanent Air Force 
Officers already engaged in other duties. Notwithstanding this 
fact, the investigation of UFO reports does create an additional 
workload . 



7. You may wish to note that the UOj B program referred to 
in the article w T as the 'Project Blue Book* ot 'Condon Be port' 
which investigated UFO reports from 1953 to 1965 and concluded 

1 that nothing has come from our study of UFos that has added to 
scientific knowledge.' Consequently the U8AF withdrew from all 
investigations of UFO. 

8. I am advised that the latter part of the newspaper 
article, beginning from the mention of the 1953 statement by 
the then Minister of Air, is a condensed version of a prepared 
RAAF public relations handout concerning UFOs. 
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See Distribution List 

UAS INVESTIGATION - SPACE DEBRIS RE-ENTRY 



1 . As you are aware, the recent re-entry of a meteorite 
near Marble Bar at the same time as Cosmos 434 was due to 
re-enter, caused considerable confusion. The statement by 

the Perth Observatory that? it was nuclear powered, created great, 
and unwanted, media interest. 

2. A Department of Defence meeting last week discussed 
procedures for reporting of space vehicle re-entry. As you are 
aware, the two main sources of information on re-entries 
available at base level are the DSTO Sattellite Bulletin and the 
NASA Spacewarn Bulletin. These two sources do not, however, 
contain any classified information; this is held by JIO. 

Similarly, JIO have access to information concerning nuclear 
powered satellites and know well in advance of any likely re-entry 
of a nuclear powered satellite. Department of Defence SOPs for 
reporting of re-entries are now being revised, with JIO being tasked 
as the central agency for the decisions on satellite re-entry. 

3. The RAAP UAS investigation/reporting chain is to remain 
unchanged. Investigating officers are, however, requested to 
refrain from putting a possible name to any suspected space debris 
re-entry, as often the exact debris cannot be identified from 
unclassified records. Investigating officers are to classify 
the reports as 'probable space debris' or 'probable meteorite' as 
applicable. (Space debris usually has an orange/red tail while a 
meteorite often has a blue/green f tinged 'tail'). Hopefully by 
not speculating upon the exact nature of the debris, undue media 
interest can be avoided. 




(I.S. FRAME) 



Squadron Leader 

for Chief of Air Staff 
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1 . My Directorate is charged with the responsibility for UAS 

investigation and reporting. It has been a contentious issue for 
many years with opinion varying from a questioning of the need 
for monitoring such sightings, to the organizational area most 
appropriately placed to deal with them. I understand that the 
RAAF has endeavoured to rid itself of the burden in the past, 
but has met with resistance as to which other authority would 
be prepared to assume the task. A recent Ministerial enquiry 
has prompted me to once more take up the issue. This particular 

enquiry, from a Mr B. Wright - a regular enquirer - has involved 
one of my SQNLDRs in investigations for several days, and has 
involved other Services and the Dept of Transport. 




2. I am of the opinion that in the present economic climate 
and RAAF manpower/workload limitations, the efforts expended, 
results obtained and administrative burden involved in providing a 
’service' for the general public is difficult to justify. Wide 
publicity was given to the USAF 'Project Blue Book' study of 

UAS from 1953 to 1965 and to the subsequent suspension of 
investigations after the study, known as the Condon Report, concluded 
that no conclusive evidence of extraterrestial activity had been 
gained. The Condon Report conclusions and recommendations are 
attached as Enclosure 1 . 

3. Generally our dealings with UAS involve: 

a. Well meaning civilians who genuinely report UAS; 

b. UAS/UFO organizations, both in Australia and overseas, 
who seek a considerable amount of detailed information 
(often not readily available); 

c. school children seeking material for projects; 

d. 'semi-cranks' who are constant letter writers on 
the subject, often through ministerial channels; and 

e. 'cranks' who are readily identifiable, and are 
treated as such. 



4. A review of Australian reported sightings has revealed 

no further substantiation of UAS and has only served to validate the 
USAF 'Condon Report' conclusions. On average, each investigation 
requires three hours work; not only by Formation Intelligence Officers, 
but by other specialist branch personnel, eg, Meteorology, 

Navigation and Air Traffic Control. All these branches are 
significantly undermanned and UAS investigation, for no visible 
result, is an unwelcome burden. 
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6. The only advantage I see in retaining UAS investigation 
responsibilities are: 

a. it allows a security oversight of unusual events 
which, on the odd occasion, may have some military 
implication; 

b. it provides 'cover' if we wish to investigate some 
incident, not necessarily related, in more detail; 
and 

c. it provides some minor PR advantages (questionable) 
to the RAAF. 

7. I seek your views on whether the RAAP should continue 
to carry the responsibility for the investigation of UAS. 

It would be my recommendation that the RAAP cease routine UAS 
investigation and recording and adopt a policy of pursuing only 
those incidents which have a direct Defence interest. All 
reports deemed not to be Defence related should be diverted to 
responsible civilian organizations which maintain a continuing 
interest in the subject. For the RAAP to maintain even a 
reduced form of reporting and recording would require maintenance 
of the existing system, as each report would still require a 
degree of investigation and recording at Formation level along 
with a measure of recording at DEFAIR. 

8. Submitted for your consideration. 



26 May 81 




Enclosure : 



1 . The Condon Report Conclusions and 
Recommendations 



Wthey really exist? 

On Octol>cr 7 I960 tin* United States Au Force com- 
missioned the University of Colorado to make a scientuic 
study of UFOs. Since then a group of the nation s leading 
scientists have conducted tlie most intensive investigation 
1 of this heatedly deflated phenomen on in history. »**» 

SCIENTIFIC 
STUDY OF— 
i UMDBHT 1F1ED 
FLUNG OBJECTS 

] *ne are the facts behind years of speculation and 
’ i-cture - the definitive scientific answer to one of the 
V most fascinating riddles. Fully documented with 
whs.+*++ ++***+*****+*+**++*+*+ 
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Section I 

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
Edward U. Condon 



We believe that the existing record and the results of the 
Scientific Study of Unidentified Flying Objects of the Univer- 
sity of Colorado, which are presented in detail in subsequent 
sections of this report, support the conclusions and recom- 
mendations which follow. 

As indicated by its title, the emphasis of this study has been 
on attempting to learn from UFO reports anything that could 
be considered as adding to scientific knowledge. Our general 
conclusion is that nothing has come from the study oft)K)s " 



ast 21 years that has added to scientific knowledge, 
consideration of the record as it is available to us 
leads us to conclude that further extensive study of UFOs 



irobably cannot be mstihed in die expectation that science will 
advanced thereby. 



1 



It has been argued that this lack of contribution to science is 
due to the fact that very little scientific effort has been put on 
the subject. We do not agree. We feel that the reason that there 
has been very little scientific study of the subject is that those 
scientists who are most directly concerned, astronomers, at- 
mospheric physicists, chemists, and psychologists, having had 
ample opportunity to look into the matter, have individually 
decided that UFO phenomena do not offer a fruitful field in 
which to look for major scientific discoveries. 

This conclusion is so important, and the public seems in gen- 
eral to have so little understanding of how scientists work, 
that some more comment on it seems desirable. Each person 
who sets out to make a career of scientific research, chooses a 
general field of broad specialization in which to acquire pro- 
ficiency. Within that field he looks for specific fields in which 
to work. To do this he keeps abreast of the published scientific 
literature, attends scientific meetings, where reports on current 
progress are given, and energetically discusses his interests and 
those of his colleagues both face-to-face and by correspond- 
ence with them. He is motivated by an active curiosity about 
nature and by a personal desire to make a contribution to sci- 
ence. He is constantly probing for error and incompleteness 
in the efforts that have been made in his fields of interest, and 
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a - OUt new Ways ‘.° at,ack new problems, 
rrom thiseffort he arrives at persona decisions as to where 

sonaMn £ T St fru * ,fuI ‘ These decisions L per- 

sonal in the sense that he must estimate his own intellectual 
limitations, and the limitations inherent in the wrking S*. 

of his n w W or'k o^hi h, i mSe ' f ' inclu u ing limits °n the Lp po n 
or ms work, or his involvement with other nre-existim? 

^commitments While individual errors of judement mav 

arise, it is generally not true that all of the scientists who are 

achve |y cultivating a given field of science are wrong Tor ve^ 

mi^ V , e L C ° nCedin ? ,hat the en,ire bod y of “official” science 
r v h o be ‘" C i: 0r f0r a ' ime - we believe that there is no heller 
C ? rre . ct error tha n to give free reign to the ide is of 
u ,V ? dua . sc . 1 5 nt,sts to make decisions as to the directions in 

wSrk h slSbi?Lo^f^J S m ° St ,UceIy t0 be macJc For lc ^ aI 

. People seek an attorney, and for medical treat* 

surest cmfranti^^f 6 - See ^ a ^ ua bf’ e d y ph>^ician m ^e nation s 
" t ftuarantee of scientific excellence is to leave the decision 

its Se S ndsU CeSS ‘° individual and collective judgment of 

studk^f^O^w^ 6 ?,^ ? uthorit y- Our conclusion that 
L ... ,P re P°rts is not likely to advance science will not 

feS f, n o “ h i y by ,h ' m N " 

analytical preMnmtion^f'^K ' S ° Ur hope that thc detailed 
wewere„n-,hi^^ of ,Y hatwe were able to do, and of what 
nr>* ,h™ unjb, e to do, will assist them in deciding whether or 
"O' ,h f e y agree with our conclusions. Our hope is he de- 

Dmhlem hlS rep °? u lM he| p ot ber scientists in seeing what the 
I?,he^ are and .' he difficulties of coping with them 
able nt | Cy , agree Wl, b our conclusions, they will turn their valu- 
bciansen! 0 " and ,a ' ents "bewhere. If they disagree hwR 
wberein help * d ! hem reach a clear picture of 

will h*i \.'t* stud, cs arc faulty or incomplete and thereby 

do get such T s a,ed H ,deaS /° r more acc "«te studks If [£ 

doubt thTt suppon wifi a be the ? 1 C,early - we have no 

clonriv /!««« 4 * -I forthcoming to carry on with such 

w * ,h “ k *■*«»* & 

a tren'trid'ic^ion 5 ,tlink f, iat we have now wandered into 
UFO reports is ui*^ r , WC K said ] hat we do not think study of 
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What we are saying here was said in a more general context 
nearly a century ago by William Kingdon Clifford, a great 
English mathematical physicist. In his “Aims and Instruments 
of Scientific Thought” he expressed himself this way: 



Remember, then, that fscientific thought] is the guide of 
action; that thc truth which it arrives at is not that which we 
can ideally contemplate without error, but that which we may 
act upon without fear; and you cannot fail to see that scien- 
tific thought is not an accompaniment or condition of human 
progress, but human progress itself. 



i 



Just as individual scientists may make errors of judgment 
about fruitful directions for scientific effort, so also any indi- 
vidual administrator or committee which is charged with de- 
ciding on financial support for research proposals may also 
make an error of judgment. This possibility is minimized by 
the existence of parallel channels, for consideration bv more 
than one group, of proposals for research projects, 'in the 
period since 1945, the federal government has evolved flexible 
and effective machinery for giving careful consideration to 
proposals from properly qualified scientists. What to some 
may seern^ like duplicated machinery actually acts as a safe- 
guard against errors being made by some single official body. 
Even so, some errors could be made but the hazard is reduced 
nearly to zero. 

Therefore we think that all of the agencies of the federal 
government, and the private foundations as well, ought to be 
willing to consider UFO research proposals along with the 
others submitted to them on an open-minded, unprejudiced 
basis. While we do not think at present that anything worth- 
while is likely to come of such research each individual case 
ought to be carefully considered on its own merits. 

This formulation carries with it thc corollary that we do 
not think that at this time the federal government ought to set 
up a major new agency, as some have suggested," for the 
scientific study of UFOs. This conclusion may not be true for 
♦v ■ by lhe P r °S ress of research based on new ideas in 

urn neid, it then appears worthwhile to create such an agency 
the decision to do so may be taken at that time. 

. i e ,- th ?. t therc are important areas of atmospheric optics 
WaVe P ro P a £ at i°n. and of atmospheric 
icit y in which present knowledge is quite incomplete. These 
P ic s came to our attention in connection with the internre- 

SSifc S,Tli' FO ;T m - bul ">'* " re »'» »' wS 

re ated lo ’ a " d * hey ar ? re ] evant lo Poetical problems 
flying * th ,mprovement of safety of military and civilian 

Dcnnrtmnn. ef l 0 £. s , are carricd out in ihcse areas by the 

partment of Defense, the Environmental Science Services 
Administration, the National Aeronautics and Space Si” 
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istration, and by universities and nonprofit research organiza- 
tions such as the National Center for Atmospheric Research, 
whose work is sponsored by the National Science Foundation. 
We commend these efforts. By no means should our lack of 
enthusiasm for study of UFO reports as such be misconstrued 
as a recommendation that these important related fields of sci- 
entific work not be adequately supported in tine future. In an 
era of major development of air travel, of space exploration, 
and of military aerospace activities, everything possible should 
be done to improve our basic understanding of all atmospheric 
phenomena, and to improve the training of astronauts and air- 
craft pilots in the recognition and understanding of such 
phenomena. 

As the reader of this report will readily judge, we have 
focussed attention almost entirely on the physical sciences. 
This was in part a matter of determining priorities and in 
part because we found rather less than some persons may have 
expected in the way of psychiatric problems related to belief 
in the reality of UFOs as craft from remote galactic or inter- 
galactic civilizations. We believe that the rigorous study of the 
beliefs — unsupported by valid evidence — held by individuals 
and even by some groups might prove of scientific value to 
the social and behavioral sciences. There is no implication here 
that individual or group psychopathology is a principal area of 
study. Reports of UFOs offer interesting challenges to the stu- 
dent of cognitive processes as they are affected by individual 
and social variables. By this connection, we conclude that a 
content-analysis of press and television coverage of UFO re- 
ports might yield data of value both to the social scientist and 
the communications specialist. The lack of such a study in 
the present report is due to a judgment on our part that other 
areas of investigation were of much higher priority. We do not 
suggest, however, that the UFO phenomenon is, by its nature, 
more amenable to study in these disciplines than in the physi- 
cal sciences. On the contrary, we conclude that the same 
specificity in proposed research in these areas is as desirable 
as it is in the physical sciences. 

The question remains as to what, if anything, the federal 
government should do about the UFO reports it receives from 
the general public. We are inclined to think that nothing should 
be done with them in the expectation that they are going to 
contribute to the advance of science. 

This question is inseparable from the question of the na- 
tional defense interest of these reports. The history of the past 
21 years has repeatedly led Air Force officers to the conclusion 
that none of the things seen, or thought to have been seen, 
which pass by the name of UFO rep axo.stituted any haz- 
ard or threat to national security. 

We felt that it was out of our province to attempt an inde- 
pendent evaluation of this conclusion. We adopted the attitude 

4 



Pississi 

coJsid^ed does not pose a defense problem.. 

At the same time, however, the basis for reaching an opinion- 

nf this kind^s that such reports have been given attention one 
of this k nd is tnai si c i attention whatever been 

aS iU^our 'impression that the defense function could be per- 
formed within the framework established for intelligence an 
Zeillance operations without the continuance of a special 
unh such as Project Blue Book, but this ,s a question for de- 
fense specialists rather than research scientists. 

It ha s been contended that the subject has been shrouded in 
official secrecy Wc conclude otherwise. We have no e y>dence 
of secrecy concerning UFO reports. What has been miscalled 
secrecy has been no more than an intelligent policy of delay in 
releasL data so that the public does not become confused by 
premature publication of incomplete studies of report. 

P The subject of UFOs has been widely misrepresented to th„ 
public by a small number of individuals who have given sensa- 
tionalized presentations in writings and public lectures So far 
as we can judge, not many people have been misled by such 
irresponsible behavior, but whatever effect there has been has 

bC A related problem to which we wish to direct public atten- 
tion is the m&ation in our schools which arises from the 
fact that many children are being allowed, if not actively en- 
couraged, to devote their science study time to the reading of 
UFO books and magazine articles of the type referred to tn the 
preceding paragraph. We feel that children arc educationally 
harmed by absorbing unsound and erroneous material as if it 
were scientifically well founded. Such stuc y “ 
merely because of the erroneous nature or the material itseir, 
but also because such study retards the deve some 

critical faculty with regard to scientific evidence, which to some 
decree ought' to be pSrt of the education of every American. 

Therefore we strongly recommend that teachers refrain from 
giving students credit for school work based on their reading 
of the presently available UFO books and magazine articles. 
Teachers who find their students strongly motivated in this 
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direction should attempt to channel their interests in the direc- 
tion of serious study of astronomy and meteorology, and in the 
direction of critical analysis of arguments for fantastic propo- 
sitions that are being supported. by appeals to fallacious reason- 
ing or false data. 

Wc hope that the results of our study will prove useful to 
scientists and those responsible for the formation of public 
policy generally in dealing with this problem which has now 
been with us for 21 years. 



Section II 

SUMMARY OF THE STUDY 
Edward U. Condon 



1. Origin of the Colorado Project 

The decision to establish this project for the/>cicnti£ic Study 
of Unidentified Flying Objects stems from Recommendations 
in a report dated March 1966 of an Ad Hoc Committee of 
the Air Force Scientific Advisory Board/set up under the 
chairmanship of Dr. Brian O'Brien to review the work of 
Project Blue Book. Details of the history of work on UFOs 
are set forth in Section V, Chapter 2. ( jree also Appendix A.) 
The recommendation was: 

It is the opinion of the Committee/hat the present Air Force 
program dealing with UFO sightjnds has been well organized, 
although the resources assigned tar it (only one officer, a ser- 
geant, and a secretary) have bedn quite limited. In 19 years 
and more than 10,000 sightings/recorded and classified, there 
appears to be no verified an fully satisfactory evidence of 
any case that is clearly outsiue the framework of presently 
known science and technolop'. Nevertheless, there is always 
the possibility that analysis of pew sightings may provide some 
additions to scientific knowledge of value to the Air Force. 
Moreover, some of the case records at which the Committee 
looked that were listed /as ‘identified’ were sightings where 
the evidence collected w/s too meager or too indefinite to per-* 
mit positive listing in foe identified category. Because of this 
the Committee recommends that the present program be 
strengthened to proviCe opportunity for scientific investigation 
of selected sighting/ in more detail than has been possible 
to date. 

To accomplish this it is recommended that: 

A. Contracts be negotiated with a few selected universities 
to provide scientific team to l tstigate promptly and in depth 
certain selected sightings of U. »’s. Each team should include 
at least one psychologi-v . p.refcral>Jy one interested in clinical 
psychology, /hd at least one physicr scientist, preferably an 
astronomer yor geophysicist familiar v/ith atmospheric physics. 
The universities should be chosen to provide good geographical 
distribution, and should be within convenient distance of a 
base of tne Air Force Systems Command (AFSC). 

B. At each AFSC base an officer skilled in investigation 
(but not necessarily with scientific training) should be desig- 

7 
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INVESTIGATION OF UNUSUAL AERIAL SIGHTINGS (UAS) 

DC AS (Through DGOPS-AF ) 



1. My Directorate is charged with the responsibility for UAS 
investigation and reporting. It has been a contentious issue for 
many years with opinion varying from a questioning of the need 
for monitoring ouch sightings, to the organizational area most 
appropriately placed to deal with them. I understand that the 
RAAF has endeavoured to rid itself of the burden in the past, 

but has met with resistance as to which other authority would 
be prepared to assume the task. A recent Ministerial enquiry 
has prompted me to once more take up the issue. This particular 
enquiry, from a Mr B. Wright - a regular enquirer - has involved 
one of my SQNLDRs in investigations for several days, and has 
involved other Services and the Dept of Transport. 

2. I am of the opinion that in the present economic climate 
and RAAF manpower/workload limitations, the efforts expended, 
results obtained and administrative burden involved in providing a 
'service' for the general public is difficult to justify. Wide 
publicity was given to the USAF 'Project Blue Book' study of 

UAS from 1953 to 1965 and to the subsequent suspension of 
investigations after the study, known as the Condon Report, concluded 
that no conclusive evidence of extraterrestial activity had been 
gained. The tiondon Report conclusions and recommendations are 
attached as Enclosure 1 . 

3« Generally our dealings with UAS involve: 

a. Well meaning civilians who genuinely report UAS; 

b. UAS/UFO organizations, both in Australia and overseas, 
who seek a considerable amount of detailed information 
(often not readily available); 

c. school children seeking material for projects; 

d. 'semi-cranks' who are constant letter writers on 
the subject, often through ministerial channels; and 

e. 'cranks' viho are readily identifiable, end are 
treated a a such. 

4. A review of Australian reported sightings has revealed 

no further substantiation of UAS and has only served to validate the 
U3AF 'Condon Report' conclusions. On average, each investigation 
requires three hours work; not only by Formation Intelligence Officers, 
but by other specialist branch personnel, eg, Meteorology, 

Navigation and Air Traffic Control. All these branches are 
significantly undermanned and UA3 investigation for no visible 
result, is an unwelcome burden. 
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6. The only advantage I see in retaining UAS investigation 
responsibilities are: 

a. it allows a security oversight of unusual events 
which, on the odd occasion, may have some military 
implication; 

b. it provides 'cover' if we wish to investigate some 
incident, not necessarily related, in more detail; 
and 

c. it provides some minor PR advantages (questionable) 
to the RAAF. 

7. I seek your views on whether the RAAF should continue 
to carry the responsibility for the investigation of UAS. 

It would be my recommendation that the RAAF cease routine UAS 
investigation nnd recording and adopt a policy of pursuing only 
those incidents which have a direct Defence interest. All 
reports deemed not to be Defence related should be diverted to 
responsible civilian organizations which maintain a continuing 
interest in the subject. For the AAF to maintain even a 
reduced form of reporting and recording would require maintenance 
of the existing system, as each report would 3till require a 
degree of investigation and recording at Formation level along 
with a measure of recording at DfiFAIR. 

8. Submitted for your consideration. 



r " U.A. PERSKE) 
CxPCAPT 

26 May 81 DAFIS 



Enclosure : 1. The Condon Report Conclusions and 

Recommendations 
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I.cadqU' rtsro Operational Command 
headquarters ■ u;.;ort Command 



EnclO^uJLE J. To 
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r opart, jent of Defence 
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:>fn rer.ce: A. T‘ ’ li'A I . 554/l/3C(l) dated 5th Juno 1972 



Ct/i/ctcsh-ol ■ 



I 

1 . i clicy relating to invest it >tion of unusual aerial sightings is 

ct Ueferonce A. iarographe 1-5 resain valid, paragraphs 6 and 7 are 
replaced by the following: 



*6. l ocal investigating effi ora xay reply to reports, 
either orelly or in . rlting, providin they are 
ccmplt toly satisfied V. 1 their investigation h.cs 
determined the most prob'd le c?.ueo of the flighting. 

* hen reports are dealt -i Vh locally, a copy of the 
report and reply is tc be forwarded to the Directorate 
of Air ,'orce Intelligence and parent Coasand 
headquarters for record purposes * If any doubt exists 
re arcing the enure of the sighting, or if the 
observer is net satisfied witl tie investigating 
officer ' 3 explanation , U-o report is to be forwarded to 
the Directorate of fir crce Intelli/enco for further 
investigation and reply. 

7. Comands end Formations are auth orised tc roleoee to 
the public copies of Annex B (issued with this letter) 
and summaries of unusual aerial sightings when it is 
considered a-*-ropriste. This -..ill not be so in all 
ci-ce3; explanation of s. particular local incident may 
satisfy the t.njcrity of persons :r*J in ( reports. ' 

2. Tie annexes enclosed with this letter replece -Annexes A end B of 

Heforence A. Annex C to heference A is superseded by more current summaries. 

3« Bequests for speakers ot symposiums, conferences, club meetings etc 

are to be forwarded to the Jirector of .fir • orce Intelligence for approval. 

In the event ti.at official representation is cauc tioccd the text ot Annex C 
to this letter is suggested as a guideline. The Directorate of Air force 
Intelligence will periodically iesue new suicnaries and revised suggested texts 
for lectures. 




- 2 - 



I 



4. Investigating officers occasionally apply tho cocurity classification 

* • restricted* to unusual serial sighting reports. Ail correspondence relating 
to unusual seriar sightings io to be unclassified unless the content werrenta 
higher classification under the previsions of AA1310 (l >.rch 1974 issue) 

Chapter 6. 




/■ nne > <•• s: A. iipport of Unusual Aerirl lighting pro-fcrir.a 



D. Information pro-for e 

C. Text of 1-rcture on the Investigation of Unusual Aerial fightings 
in Australia 



I 
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I 
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REPORT OF DNUOT/J. AERIAL GIGIITIHG 

Part 1 - Reoort by Observer 



Nam© of observer 



Address V 





Gtate 


Foot Code 


Occupation 


Telephone ilo. (home) 


(business) 




a. Exact location of observer 




\ 


T 


b. Observer's familiarity with 


tho location 




Start of observations Dato 


Time 


am/pm 


End of observation : Date 


Tine 


oni/pm 


Accuracy of date 


Times 





General ueather conditions of time of observation, referring to cloud, 
wind, visibility etc, 



A!.,' .'. A Tt 



CF 






Tip- 



■ 1 1 r 74 



Age 



a. In what direction was the sighting first observed? 



b. At vhat angle to the horizon? 



90 




a. In what direction was the sitting last observed? 

...,o 

b. -t what angle to the horizon? 



90 " 




Estimate of distance and/or altitude from observer 



IIow wore the answers to questions 6, 7 and 8 assessed, and wore aids 
or equipment used during the sighting? 

' 



/ 10. Describe 









2 - 



Describe the objeot(n)/liglil<(s) nr. follows: 

a. number 

b. colour 

c. sir.e 

d. shape 

e. brightness (relative to full noon/star) 

f. movement/ direction of travel 

g. sound 

h« speed 

i. method of propul s ion 

j. manner of disappearance 

a. Narrative description of the sighting and any unusual 
features or additional comments 



. Diagram or sketch 






A 



b 
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. Diagram or sketch of sighting (if possible) 



M 



/ 



9 






Have you any photographs of the sighting, or io there any physical 
evidonco of fragments, scorching or ground indentations? 



IIow many other witnesses were there to the sighting? 
(Please provide names and addresses if possible) 



Have you previously made any reports to official authorities or UFO 
organizations regarding unusual aerial sightings? If so, give 
brief details of dates and circumstances. 






Signature 



bate 










I 

Part 2 - Unit Report ANNEX A 

q. Details of military aircraft activity in the area at the tire 
of the sighting. 



j Tyne 


; Heading 


Height 


j Speed | 


! Departed Pro.; 


1 .TU 


[Destination 


| iJXA i 

I. - 1 






1 

1 


1 

| 








1 1 
» 

- 
















1 

1 










I 




- - H 


j 








1 

J 


1 

! 






1 



Source of information 



b. Details of civil aircraft activity, including light private aircraft 
and international flights, in the area at the time of the sighting. 



r 

Type 


Heading i Height 


1 

i Speed 


j Departed From 


! AID 


Destination 


1 

t rn « I 










1 
















































1 

1 

l 






1 



Source of Information 



Positions of any planets or major stars relevant to the sighting. 



jCeleouial ilotly j latitude 
1 } 


Hearing 


j-lcvatiou ^‘ime 

1 

1 


; 




i ! 

! ! 

r i J 


! 

> 






1 

! 


i 

j 


i 

• 

| 


i 


! 


1 

i 

i 


r ! i 



Source of information 



a. Sunrise Sunset (where 



b. Moonrise Iloonset applicable) 



4 



/4. Details 



2 



ANNEX A 



Details of any predicted satellites in the area at the timo of the 
sighting. 



Satellite 


j Azimuth 


Elevation 


Heading 


Time 

































Source of information 



Details of any meteorological, research or radar balloons known to have 
been in the area at the time of the sighting (refer to point of x-elease, 
size, colour, rate of climb and whether it was known to have burst). 



Source of information 

Details of any unusual radar traces or images, which may relate to the 
sighting, a3 recorded by military or civil networks 



Source of information 

Provido the following information relating to the weather and atmospheric 
conditions at the time of the sighting: 

Temperature (dry bulb) °C (dev/ point) °C Eelativ- humidity 

Cloud cover type 

Temperature inversion of °C at ft measured at hrs 

from 



Wind direction 


at 


ft 




at 


ft 




at 


ft 




at 


ft 



Pollution level (if available) 

Details of terrain and natural and/or man-made features in the area. 
Attache map with significant points marked, if possible) 



a: x a 



/• 



F art 3 - I nvc c t .i aat in ~ Off icor 1 a Eva luation 



a. Date of interview 

b. Place of interview 

Names and addresses of persons interviewed (include phone 
numbers whore applicable) . 

1 . 2 . 



Narrative evalua tio n of persona l ities of witnesses (.include any _ 
relationship with UFO organisations and their interest in subject 
ma tter) « 



InveBti^atin.*; officer’s evaluation of possible cause(a) . 



(Unit) (ilasie) 

(Date) (Panic) 







B TO 



The investigation of reports of unusual aerial sightings in 
Australia is carried cut by the Royal Australian Air Force. Preliminary 
investigation of the reports is conducted at the nearest Royal Australian 
Air Force base. The reports arc then forwarded to the repertment of 
Tefer.co (/.ir Office) where an investigating tosm completes the investigation. 

Between January I960 and December 1973 815 sightings were reported 
to the Royal Australian Air ores. 90 par cent cl the sightings were 
attributed to causes whicl included aircraft, satellites, meteors, space 
debris re-entry', meteorological balloons, stars ar.d planets. Seven per cent 
of reports were either received too late or did not provide sufficient 
information to permit proper analysis and evaluation. Three per cent of 
reports were attributed to unknown causes. 



The United Kingdom Air Finis try has stated that on an average, 

90 per cent of the sightings it investigates are explainable by causes ranging 

from meteorological balloons and motoors to aircraft lights. The other 

10 per cent probably remain unexplained bee use of lack of reliable information. 

The University' of Colorado, under contract tc the U. Ah', spent 
two years processing and investigating all American reports. The findings 
were published in 1968, by Bantam Bcok3, as the ’Condon Report'. The general 
conclusion vr 3 that 'nothing has come from the 6tudy of UFOs in the pact 
21 years that has added to scientific knowledge' and that 'further extensive 
study of UhCs probably cenr.ot be justified in the expectation that science 
will be advanced thereby'. A panel of eminent scientists, chosen by the US 
Rational Academy of Sciences, has examined and endorcod the Condon Report. 

The U'.AI' 'Irojoct Blue Book* investigation of unidentified aerial 
objects between 1953 and 1965 analysed 7,641 UK reports. The conclusions 

were: 

a. 80 per cent of sightings wore natural phenomena, 
hoaxes, birds, or r.an-made objects; 

b. 17 per cent of sightings provided insufficient data 
to permit thorough analysis nnl evaluation; and 

\ 

c. three per cent were unidentified. 

United States and Soviet space exploration has found no evidence 
to support the theory of life on planets in our solar system. The i ariner 
series of space exploration to Kars appears to have proved it a ’dead' planet. 
The only other source of e'tra-terros trial life, therefore, would have to be 
in another solar system. The nearest visible stsr to Barth is Alpha t enteuri 
which is about 25 million million miles away. ~.ven if life forms existed 
there and were capable of space travel at speeds currently known to man ie about 
25»COO mph they would take about 115,000 years to reach Barth. Consequently, 
the probability of extra-terrestrial life orns visiting Barth is extremely 
remote. 

Unclosed are five summaries of unusual aerial sightings for the 
period January I960 to Uecembor 1973* 
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alria.l sigh ri!,?::- if /pet alia 



Y.A/1D° M.-fllL. 
TTjfiZ august io 






IN AUSTRALIA* Tlili £0 YAL AUSTRALIAN AIR FORCE IE RESPONSIBLE ICR TIIE 
INVESTIGATION OF UNU'.U/L AERIAL SIGHTING R.J0RT3. THIS RESPONSIBILITY WAS 
VuJTSD IK THE AIR FORCE IK TO EARLY 1950: WE AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT, 

IK CO. MOM .ITH :. i: ; UNITED K1KGDCI AKL IB1TJ> STATES COVERNHEKTS, •« AS CONCERN .D 
WAT •BFC.C* MIGHT IiA VK I C S' EL A THREAT TC NATIONAL SECURITT. FCLIC.IKG SEVERAL 
YuARU INVESTIGATION OF SIGHTING RRiCKTC IK AUSTRALIA, THE HONORABLE F.F. OSBORNE, 



THEN MINISTER FOR AIR, KALE A STATu- FKT TO TIi . AUSTRALIAN I Ai-LI/.KEKT IN 
CANBERRA ON 20TH OCTOBER I960 WBA'-t "INC WE lOS'ITlCN. FK CONCLUDED LIS 



STATEMENT BY SAYING 'NOTHING THAT HAS Aiil EH FftOl TTAT THREE OR POOR PER CENT 

1 

OF UNEXF LAINED CA;>E3 GIVES ANY FIRM SUPPORT FOR TEb BELIEF WAT INTERLOPERS 
FROM CTOER PUCES IN THIS WORLD CP. OUT IDE IT HAVE li S VISITING US'. 



IK THE UNITED STATES, THE UNIVERSITY CF COLORADO, UNDER CONTRACT 



TC THE USAF , SPENT TWO YEARS PKOCE....ING AND INVESTIGATING ALL AN .RICAN REPORTS. 
TIE FINDINGS ..EKE PUBLISHED IN 1968 EY BAN TAN BOCKS AS TOb • CONDOM REPORT'. 



THE GEN LIRA 1 CONCLUSION ..AS WAT 'NOWINC IAS COKE FROM TIE' STUDY OF UFOS IN 
TIB PAST 21 YEARS THAT IAS ADD ID TX SCIENTIFIC KNOWLEDGE AND THAT 'FURTOSR 
EXTENSIVE STUDY OF UFOS PROBABLY CANNOT B . JUSTIFIED IN THE EXPECTATION THAT 
. Cl 21 CD ..ILL BE ADVANCED THEREBY* • 



• 1 IDE Tlwii GEN URAL JONCLC- IONS STILL HOLD TRUE TODAY, THE ROYAL 
AUSTRALIAN AIR FORCE CONTINUES TC IKVE. TIGATE RL10F7S OF UNUSUAL AERIAL SIGHTINGS 
AS A. SERVICE TC. TFE PUBLIC. IN ALMOST ALL REPORTED CASES PEC PL HAVE ESN 
SOMETHING AND ARE CONCERNED AS W TOb CAUSE* IN SOPS CA.EG PEOPLE ARE 



GENUINELY ALARMED AT W E P0.S1 BILITY THAT THEIR EXPERIENCE MAY BE UTRA- 

1 

TERRE. TRIAL IN ORIGIN. rfS POPE WAT THROUGH OUH INVESTIGATIONS ANY PEARS THAT 



PEC PI.S 1-AY PAVE ABOUT 'IPOS' CAN B . ALLAYED. ALTHGUGH THE MAJORITY CP REPORTS 

CAN Bo RESOLVED SATISFACTORILY WE DO B..LIEVH THAT THERE /ILL AL.V.YC BE A SPALL 
PERCENTAGE TEAT WILL K:J5AIN UNRuSOLVED PROBABLY BECAUSE OF INElP • JCI.J1T 

INFORMATION BEING SUPPLIED, LATE ftSCSIPT CF TIE R-iOHT OR CURRENT CCIrJiTIFIC 

KNOWLEDGE BEING INSUFFICIENT W PRCVIi-E A l ’FINITE EXPLANATION. 



/B STORE 



l 
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BEFORE GOING INTO RAAP INVESTIGATION PRO* EDURE3, IT IS J ERRAPS 
RELEVANT TO OLA LIFT TUB TERMS •UNIPENTIFIBD FLYING OBJECT* OR ' UFO AND 
* UNUSUAL AERIAL SICiTIKG*. UNiTORTCHATiLY BIS TERM ’UFC’, LB-7.lv E OF ITS 
*, IDL3FNEAD AND IKD1SCEIMIKA'. S USB IS GENERALLY R E ART LI.' AS JUS? AKOTPCR h ORD 
FCR ‘FLYING SAUCER’ . THIS IS A MM IRONIC SITUATION SINGS TUB TERR "AS 
CLIO IN A FLY lETrCFUGSD TO COKBA? SU -Y. AN EVENTUALITY, AKD S( 0 / *.R '■( HE IFB 
TENDENCY TO HAPHAZARDLY ii;Ci.OTi ALL UNUSUAL SIGHTINGS 'x THE SPECTACULAR 
CATEGORY CP * i LYING r AUGER' • 

TF-. TERM 'UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECT' IS SCN.-..YAT OF A KISNORER FOR 
n RS REASONS* FIRSTLY, MANY SIGHTINGS AES NO? OF FATSRIAL OBJECTS. FREAK 
GATHER 'CONDITIONS, l&SCTRI CAI. STORKS AKi> UNUSUAL LIGHT CONDITIONS CAN GIVE 
RISE TO MISLEADING IKFRE SIGNS, ESPECIALLY TC It’S UNTRAINED EYE. SECONDLY, 
r'.XCfci'T IN SlGliTINGS OF AIRCRAFT, THE PuCuB - Or I LYING IS RARELY INVOLVED. 

I.ANY SIGHTINGS ARE OP STARS AM I LANGTSyCL CP SPACE LE; RIS,0L METEORS yNOT UNDER 
CONTROL ANN THEREFORE NOT FLYING, NT .RING THE 'EARTH'S ATMOSPHERE. FINALLY, 

THE WORD 'UNI DEI* TIPI EL' CAN BE Cl: ALL. NGUD CL TEE GROUNDS 71' AT THE CLA... IFICATICN 
IF; a PURELY TENTATIVE ONE, SINCE* INFORM ICC! NOT AVAILABLE TO TI E OBSERVER 
GENERALLY PROVIDE AN ADEQUATE I LTNTIF IC.ATIGN OP TU SIGHTING. OUR EXPERIENCE 

IS THAT ABOUT 90 PER CENT CP ALL SE. ! -REPOT TED SIGHTING:; CAN BE IDENTIFIED 

| 

SATISFACTORILY. 

.C.E. UEKTLY. THE TERM 'UNUSUAL A;. RIAL SIGI TING' 13 US D A3 IT IS 
A A, ORE ACCURATE DEFINITION OF THE OCCIY. 'Si JE. 

KOVINC ON NO.. TO REPO T3 OP UNUSUAL AERIAL . IGI TINGS IN AUSTRALIA. 

REPORTS ARE FADE INITIALLY TO THE NEAREST AIR FORCE BASE. AT THE BASE THE 

INTELLIGENCE OFFICER OR CTllEu SUITABLY QUALIFIED OFFICER CONDUCTS THE i RELIKINARY 

IN VESTIG A7IC8 • HE CONTACTS THE CB. EUVSR PERSONALLY CL IN WRITING TO OBTAIN A 

COMPLETED 'REPORT CP UNUSUAL AERIAL SIGHTING* PRO-FORMA. THIS PRO-FGRKA IS 

DESIGNED TO EXTRACT ALL THE INFORMATION RELEVANT TO THE SIGHTING AND THE 

PRELIMINARY INV STICATICN Is CONDUCTED BA-.CD ON THIS INPORKATION. THE 

INVESTIGATING OFFICER'S RETORT, HIGH CONTAINS DETAILS OF CIVIL AND MILITARY 

/AIRCRAFT 



i 
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AIRCRAFT 10VLM.ENTS, STAR AND PLANET POSITIONS, KNOWN SATELLITE PA-. ■ j.o > KEVcCeCLGGICAL 

BALLCCK 7 -KLBASSS AND PREVAILING . SATEEN OtKDITICNS, AND BIS A 3ES3MKNT OF THE 

PROBABLE CAUSE IS THEN FORWARDED TO THE LI 1 . 1 -.CTO RATE 01 AlFt FORsE INTELLIGENCE AT 

TTE DEPARTMENT Or LUFZNCL (AIR OFFICE) IN CANBERRA WHf.ISS TEE INVES TIGATION IS 

COMPLETED AND A REPLY SrliT TO THE OBSERVER. Eli ERE NBC ;iC GARY AT' VICE AND 

INFORMATION IS SOUGHT FROM SPECIALIST A j SI CP A "• -VRE, OSInO, Dip &NCB 

STANDARDS LABORATORIES# OBSERVATORIES AND UNIVERSITIES. 

S/'J 

LETou N JANUARY I960 AND DECEMBER 1973 815 RETORTS *‘ERE RECEIVED. 

90 1 .R CENT Or TUB REPORTS WERE ATTRIIiUTi-D 7< CAUSES INCLUDING AIRCFAI-T, 

SATELLITES, GRACE DEBRIS, BA; LOCKS, KLT2CR5, STARS AND iLAi.r.TS. SEVEN PER CENT 
DID HOT FRO VIDE SUFFICIENT INFORMATION TO PURR IT PROPER ANALYSIS AND £ VALUATION 
AND TURKU i 21 CENT WERE ATTRIBUTED TO UNiJiO N CAUSES. WE ENCOUNTER VERY FEW 
DELIBERATE 1 OAALS. 

INVESTIGATIONS IN TEE UNITED KINGDOM AND UNITED STATES LAVE PUDUCED 
•1HILAR FINDINGS TO OCR OWN. THE UNITED KINGDOM AIR MINISTRY HAS STATED THAT 
ON AH AVERAGE 90 PEL CENT G? TPS SIGHTING:. IT INVESTIGATE ARB EXPLAINABLE bY 
CAUSES RANGING FROM KSTEORC LOGICAL DALLU.No AND METEORS TO AIRCRAFT LIGHTS. 

U-.E OTHER 10 PER CENT PROBABLY KEMAIN UNEXPLAINED BECAUSE OF A LAK OF RELIABLE 
INFORMATION. 

f 

TTE USAF ’PROJECT FLU!. ECCK* IHVS TIGATICli OF UNIDENTIFIED AERIAL 
OBJECTS BET.. -Si. 1953 AND 1965 ANALYZED 7641 REPORTS. TUB .CONCLUSION .AS H AT: 

a. 80 P R CENT OF SlGNTINGS W .-.luS NATURAL PIii.NOMi.NA, ROAXUS, 

.1NDS CU KAN-MADE OBJECTS? 

b. 17 P' R CERT PROVIDED IN: UFFICI.JJT DATA TO PaHKIT THOROUGH 

ANALYSIS AND .VALUATION ; /J® 

c. THREE PF.R CENT . ERE IHII.ENTIKJSD. 






/..ITH TEE 
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«ITK TEIi EXCEPTION OF THE PERIOD 1970/71, THERE I'AS B HN A STEADY 
INCREASE IN WE NUMBER CP UNUSUAL AERIAL SIGHTINGS REPORTED IN AUSTRALIA, TO 
wn JOINT WHERE ALMOST ONE QUARTER OF ALL SIGHTINGS BET* EM I960 AND 1973 PURE 

t . avr :'.. * xivtxMv , . tn.e’m tg pro ' lxplajiatidk J or this thjreas ; except 

THAT i 



TUB SUBJECT OP ‘UFOS' HAS P! -N Cl’/ Sit A LOT OF PUBLICITY 
IN ALL FOUND OP THE MEDIA; 



b. TV AND C IN ERA VERSIONS 0. THE BOCK '.CHARIOTS 07 THE GODS' 
HAVE GENERATED PUBLIC INTEREST IN TI G SUBJECT; AND 



THERE ID AN EVER INCREASING NUMBER Cl’ SATELLITES III EARTH 



ORBIT AND SPACE EXPLORATION ID EXTENDING FUKTHKR INTO THE 



OUTER BRACKS CP CU SOLA:. YDT3K. 



LET UE HOW LOOK AT SOKE CF LAIN CAUCUS CP UNUSUAL A RIAL SIGHTINGS 
AND WHY PEOPLE R&F0HT THEM AD SUCH. 



FIRSTLY SPACE DEBHIS. FIG REE PUBLISHED III JULY THIS YEAR SHOW 75 AT 

Lines 1957 7353 LAN-HALE OBJECT.) ATE BEEN LAUNCHED INTO SPACE. OF 71 -EE 5204 
..ERE STILL IN SPACE ON 50 JUNE. THESc. CBJSCT3 j 'JlIGDICAf LY DECAY AND BURN-UP 
DURING RB-.NTRY IK’D, TIi LAIiTH'S ATKC3FH b»iS, CHE *tE'. L REPORTED CASE INVOLVED 
12 SEPARATE SIGHTINGS, FROM PLACE A3 WIDESPREAD AS DERBY AND KALG CRLIli IN 
tv ED TERN AUSTRALIA, OF A LARGE FIsRY OBJECT WITH A GLOWING TAIL. „ WERE ABLE 
A CONFIRM TI A T THE OBJECT . AS IN FACT A Si ACS VsUI' JA ' EDIGNATSD 1973-G24L WHICH 
.AS TIE. BOOSTER ROCKET ASSOCIATED WITH LAUNCHING CP A RUSSIAN w AT EMIT . COSMOS 555 
(DESIGNAT'D 1973 - 024A). THIS OBJECT MEASURED APPROXIMATELY 40 M THfaD IN 
LENGTH ANT .’CULD I A VS GENERA') ED TRS! .NL>. l.j HEAT AND DISINT '.GRATED DU SING hc.-i.NTKY. 

t 

TUB NUMBER CF REPORTS RECEIVED PKCBAfiLY R i RESENTS ONLY A FRACTION 0/ THE ACTUAL 
NUMBER CF it IT NS DBS TO THIS SIGHTING BUT ID SUFFICIENT TO INDICATE THAT SUITE 
A NUMBER OF PEOPLE WERE ALARMED AT AN INCIDENT STRANGE *0 THEM YET READILY 
EXPLAINABLE Uldl ALL THE INFORMATION HAD liEisN EVALUATED. THIS PA? TICULAJi 
SIGHTING V: A PRIME EXAMPLE CF SPECIALIST AGENCIES i !K VI. INC A SOLUTION. •« RE 



/WERE CONTACTED 




akn'ex c 



4 
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v. iiRE CONTACTED INITIALLY BUT WERE UNABLE 70 CONFIRM -L A :fci DEBRIS RE-ENTRY AT 
TTi; TIKE Or TP SIGHTING. W Y IMMEDIATELY TELEGRAM ED WE G0DDAF.D SPACE 
FLICHT CENTRE IB MARYLAND, USA WHO PROVIDED THE ANSWER IN LEGS THAN 24 KCURG. 

LOVING OK LOW TO AIRCRAFT OR MORE PARTICULARLY AIRCRAFT LIGHTING. 

IK AlBITICN TO NORMAL EXTERNAL LIGHTING AIR RAFT COMPANIES AKB NO .' ILLUMINATING 
COMPANY RANKINGS FOR AD7LRTI* IKG 1UIU C i: TTTING STROBE ANTI-C( LLI-ION LIGHTS 
tr.D LANDING LIGHTS ARE BEING TURNED ON UP T' _ 100 MILES AWAY FROM TBE AldORT. 

WE UNKNOWING GROUND OBSERVER .PEN FA ED WIT1 THIS CONFUSING A >AY C> LIGITS 
PAKDLY SURPRISINGLY REPORTS LONG CICAR OR SAUCER-SHAPED OBJECTS WITH .ERIE 
FLASHING LIGHTS. 

STARS AND t LAN NTS ARE ANOTHER CAUSE 0? A GREAT LAKY SIGHTING REPORTS. 

IN MANY C THESE CA.EJ PEOPLE ARE QUIT& GENUINE IN W EIR BELIEF WAT THoY WOULD 

NOT MISTAKE SOKSWIIKG AG «E!L KKC.-.N AS VENUS Oi. EVEN A LE Sr.h XNOurK STAR FOR 

hi AT THEY I A/E SEEN. THEY ARE PROBABLY NOT AWARE AT THE TIME, HOWEVER, OF 

THE STARTLING L FECTR POLLUTION, TEMPERATURE I* VERSIONS AND A KBN KERCH KNOWN 

AS ATMOSPHERIC SCINTILLATION CAN HAVE ON TH ><E LICIT SOURCES. AI.T ON- Or 

WiCGE CAN PRODUCE COTOU i CHANGES ’•'ROM RED AND YELLOW TfcKOUCE TO BLUE ANT GREEN 

AND CREATE THE IKH.G SICK CF MOVEMENT. ATMOSPHERIC SCINTILLATION El PARTICULAR, 

A irEKCFENCN CAUSED LY VARYING ATMOS IT RI DENSITY LAY..RS, CAN P OLD E ! A1 ID 

FLUCTt'ATI NS IN BRIGHTNESS, IC3ITI0N AND COLOUR C? LICIiT SOURCES SUCH A.. VENUS. 

EARLIER THIS 7:i«R YOU KAY RECALL THE !• EDI A GAVE A LOT CF COVERAGE TO REPORTS 

OF Tr.C E7.TRK :.LY BRIGHT LIGHTS CLOSE TOGETHER IN W V, SKY. THE LIGHTS APPEARED 

TC REC M RAPIDLY AND SUBBJ<LY INCREASE IN K .IGETBES AND AC PARENTLY P /..‘{POSHED 

STIiANCii MANOEUVRES CREATING A VERY UNUSUAL AND PuCLA-LY SUITE ALARMING EFFECT. 

THESE LIGHTS WERE IN PACT NO LORE THAN TH . PLAN ?: VoIRJO AND JUPITER SEEN 

> 

THTCUCi: KIWSR POLLUTION OR A TEMPERATURE INVERSION OR A7T8CTKD HY ATMOSPHERIC 



SCINTILLATION. 



1 



CF COURSE NOT ALL REPORT- RECEIVED ARE OF AN AERIAL NATURE. DURING 
TP PAST FEW YEARS A NUMBER OF REPORTS HAVE BEEN RECEIVED FROM QUEENSLAND, 



/ .XU W AUSTRALIA 



% 



- 6 - 



ANI.'KX c 



SCUTE AUSTRALIA AND VICTORIA CF STRANGS CIRCULAR MARKINGS IN TEB GROUND. 

i 

UNFORTUNATELY LITTLE PROGRESS HAS D.JKN KAXS IN DETERMINING THK CAUSE CF TIiLSE 
MARKINGS. THE REPORTS ROM QUERNS LAND AND SOUTH AUSTRALIA PARTICULARLY WERE 
t- ELL COVERED IN HIE IBBSE WHI'K GAVE RISK TO SUGGESTIONS lb ‘SAUCER WESTS* • 

WITH HIS TYPE CF PRESS COVERAGE OBJECTIVE IK/tv.TIGATlON a AS NOT PO SIFLB. 

i 

THE REPORT FROM VICTORIA WAS RE LIVED LATE AND HEAVY RAIN HAD REMOVED ANY 
TRACE OF THESE MARK INC S . SEVERAL fO r SIUILITli-5 HAVE BSFN CONSIDERED AS 

CAUSES AN! THIilE INCLUDE *ILLY-..IL!.IKS , FUNGUS, HDLIvXPTiStS, AG HI ULTUItAL 
MACHINERY AND ANIMAL NESTS ALTFGUCF THERE I- KC CON LU-IVB EVIDENCE Ti AT ANY 
ONE 01 TI SSK WAS THE CAUSE. AT THE SANK TIME INVESTIGATIONS DID NOT 
DISCLOSE ANY EVIDJUCB CF EXTRA -TSi 1 EGTRIAL RESIDUES OR RADIOACTIVITY. 

FINALLY THE 'U STION TO Bi, ASKED IS • ril-IAT IS THE 1 ROPA» ILIVY Ti : AT 
UNUSUAL AERIAL SIGHTINGS ARK EXTRA-TERR LSTRI AL IN ORIGIN?* ah. WOULD BE UNWISE 
TO DISCOUNT COKiLDTLLY THE PO SIBILITY FAT LIFE FORMS EXIST ELSEWHERE. 

UNITED STATES AND SOVIET SPACE EXPLORATION, HO'. 'EVER,' HAS FOUND NC EVIDENCE TO’ 
SUilORT TI!K THEORY CF LIFE ON PLANETS IN CU LOLA’. SYSTEM. THE LARIN HR 

MERIES OF SHADE EJu ORATIONS Ai i EARS TO PAVE PROVED MAT MARS IS A ‘DEAD' 

PLAKF.T. TFL ONLY OTB BR SOURCB CF KXTBA-TE idk/i'KIAL LIFE, THEREFORE, '.CULD 

1 

HAVE TO BE IN ANOTHER Sf LA:. OYSTfcM. THE CLOSEST VISIBLE STAR Tt. KAKTK IS 
ALPHA CENTAUR! WICB IS ABOUT 25 MILLION El LION ML j AV.AY. SVEN I’ LITE 
FORMS EXlTTiJ) ON THIS STAR AND .-RE GAMBLE OH SI ALE TRAVEL AT Si 5DS LU SB ENTRY 
»N'C..U TO MAN I.B. ABOUT 25,000 Mil! TB-.Y V.OULD TARS ABOUT 115,000 YEAR TC REACH 
EARTH. Ti AT WOULD SEEK TO IE A LON'S JOURNEY TC UNDERTAKE JUST 11 REMAIN IN 
OKB VICINITY FOR ONLY A FEW SECONDS, Cii l:.ii£Ai J MINUTES* CON SCI ENTI.Y, THE 
1LCBABIUTI OF I .XTR A-TFF .RKSTR I A L LI E 7 IS VISITING EARTH IS £>'.TR..i!ELY REMOTE. 



i 
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Headquarters Operational Command 
Headquarters Support Command 

CH/ NCr; ?C INVroTJC/TT^ •! U : ’Q ITMCY 



1 . Fnclosed herewith is tho proposed policy for the investigation of 
reports of unidentified flying objects. 

2. flie nMn purpose of the intended chances iB to eliminate unnecessary 
duplication of effort and to streamline tho process of investigation. With 
Commands' concurrence it is proposed that Department of Air deal direct with 
bases end thus eliminate unnecessary work by officers of both commands. 



3. It would be appreciated if Commands consider the proposod policy and 

return their comments to Department of Air. 
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& 



(J /<$. CCf T1 AND ) 



' ing Commander 

for Chief of the Air Staff 



i 



rnclosure ? Investigation of Unidentified .’lying Objects 




ht/fsticatiok of ukidfktified hying objects 



1 . The .!oyal Australian Air Force is responsible for the investigation of 

reports of unidentified flying objects (UFOs) in Australia and the Trust 
Territories, fho nain purpose of the investigation of any U^X) is to establish 
whether or not the subject of the report poses a throat to tho security of 
Australia. The identification of the cause of the UFO report and its classification 
is mainly for the benefit of members of tho public whose interest may have been 
aroused by the report. 



2. It is considered that the aut! ority best suited to the investigation of 
a UFO report i3 the nearest RAAF base, where local weather conditions, natural 
phenomena and aircraft movements are well known. Therefore, anyone who sees, or 
thinks he seos an aerial object which he cannot identify, should contact the 
nearest RAAF base and if this is impractical his nearest civil airport or police 
station. 

3. The investigation of a report of a UFO sighting is to be baoed on a 
questionnaire which is shown in Annex A and is designed to record all necessary 
details of the observation and provide the information on which an investigation 
can be based. 

4. On receipt of a report of a UFO sighting. Officers Commanding are to 
appoint a responsible officer to initiate inquiries. Normally this officer should 
interview the observer and conploto the proforma. In cases where the remoteness 
of the area of observation would make the procedure impractical or the Officer 
Commanding is staisfied from the initial inquiry that nothing would be gained by 
ouch a procedure, ho should arrange for tho proforma to ba sent to tho person 
reporting the sighting for completion. 



5. When the completed proforma 1 b received at a RAAF base, Officers 
Commanding are to ensure that an adequate examination of the report is carried out 
and Fart 2 of the UFO proforma is completed with as much detail as possible. The 
UFO proforma and investigation findings, if any, are to be despatched without 
dfclay direct to Department of Air, with on information copy distributed to the 
appropriate command. 

6. Requests from members of the public for information on UFOs received 
by commands or bases cay be answered directly. Requests of this naturo ore to bo 
doalt with by distributing tho proforma (Annex C) and the summary of UFO sightings 
(Annex C), to the enquirer. The superscript and subscript of the proforma (Annex B) 
with an introductory paragraph is to be completed by tho baee or command. 

Only that information contained in Annexes B and C is to ba released 
to the public. Enquirers who are not satisfied with the information receivod are 
to be instructed to direct furthor enquiries to tho Secretary, Department of Air. 
Requests for speakers at Symposiums, Conferences, etc on Ul'Xjs are to bo refused 
and tho person or organization wanting a speaker be given copies of Annexes B and C. 









The existing r rofor!ua is sti11 to hc UBei * 
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE (AIR FORCE OFFICE) 
UNUSUAL AERIAL SIGHTINGS 

.•3V 

. 

SUMMARY NO 9 

JANUARY 1977 - DECEMBER 1977 






© 



o 



O 



1 - 



Date, Time (GMT) Location Duration of 

Observation 



02 Jan 77 


2100 

o 


Scarborough WA 


1 - 1 - 5 - min: 


23 Jan 77 


1140 


Safety Beach 


5 mins 




© 


Melbourne VIC 

0 




30 Jan 77 


1900 


Neerabup WA 

t 


3 mins 

/ 

/ 


14 Mar 77 ' 


0800 


Melbourne - 


1 min 






Geelong Road VIC 




24 Mar 77 


1526 


1 5 mis south of 


30 secs 






Dubbo NSW 


• 


25 Apr 77 


1914 


Saunders Beach 


1 2 mins 






Tov/nsville QLD 




15 May 77 


1720 


Two Rocks WA 


30 secs 


9 Jun 77 


1130 


Youngtown TA3 


30 secs 



f 



Description 



Possible Cause 



Bright erratically moving 
light, disappeared in 
morning light. 



Alternating orange/v r hi te 
light at 1000 ft between 
Sorrento and Portsea. 
Moved vertically down and 
disappeared . 

Blue/white lights (like a 
flash cube) moving fast 
across sky. 

Four bright orange lights 
over Melbourne 



Large fast moving cigar 
shaped object with 
brilliant white light and 
showers of sparks in front 
and fl air.e from behind and 
associated humming noise. 

Bright light across water 
low on horizon. 

Large Light orange object 
with white light in front. 

White object with yellow 
underneath changed to 
yellow with green under- 
neath . 



Celestial Body (possibly 
Venus) seen from motorcar. 
Apparent movement due to 
autokinesis. 

Unknown. 

(Seen also 3 weeks earliei 
by same person at same 
locations) 



Qantas Boeing on descent 
to Perth with low power 
setting. 

Four RAAF FI 1 1 aircraft 
in formation igniting 
jettisoned fuel during 
Moomba Flypast demon- 
stration. 

Unknown 



Venus 



Qantas Boeing on descent 
to Perth. 

DC9 aircraft carrying out 
instrument approach at 
Launceston airport. 



o 



Da 


te 


Time (GMT) 


Location 


Duration of 
Observation 


Description 

• ' e 


Possible Cause 


26 


Jun 77 


1710 


Kingsthorpe QLD 


35 mins 


White light shining vertic- 
ally downward changing 
altitude and shape and 
hovering. 


Unknown 

o • 


3 


Jul 77 


0930 


Lambton NSW 


2 min3 


o 

Bright pulsating red light * 
in sky. 


Satellite (second sighting 
by same person at same 
place - seen about two 
months previously) 


12 


Jul 77 


H25 


Newcastle NSW 
/ 


5 secs 

•/ 


Three fast moving star 
like objects in formation 
- one went vertically 
down. 


Inadequate information 
received for detailed 
investigation. 


1 1 


Aug 77 


1010 


« 

Rockhampton QLD 


2 mins 


Bright yellow/orange light ) 
low on horizon ) 

) 


Unknown - both reports 


14 


Aug 77 


1715 


Rockhampton QLD 


5 mins 


As above - with other ) 
colours as well as red, ) 
green, blue, purple and ) 
white ) 


by same person. 


10 


Sep 77 


1410 


15 mis east 
Three Springs WA 


50 min 


Bright star like with red 
and green flashes 


Cessna 421 enroute to 
Jandacct 


16 


Oct 77 


0610 


Neekatharra WA 


3 to 5 ins 


Large silver spherical 
object - smaller bright 
reddish object departed 
from it at great speed; 
Both disappeared upwards 


Unknown 

• 

\ 

t 


2 


Nov 77 _ 


1345 


Near Seppelts 


45 secs 


Two orange lights separate 


Reversing and tail/brake 






Vineyards Barossa 


SA 


then merging and red lights 
in trees then disappeared 


lights’ of a vehicle 














i 



- 


* 


• 


. • • 


* 






• • * 
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- 


- •' • • ’ • • 


.« « 

• • *• .» 
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Date 


Time (GMT) 


Location 


Duration of 


Description 


Possible Cause 






Observation 






4 N o v 77 


1002 


Cremorne NSW 


45 secs 


Bright red slightly oval 


Reflection of setting sun 


o 








light . 


on pronounced cirrus 
cload layer. 


5 Nov 77 


0430 


Neutral Bay NSW 


Not 


Approx eight bright round 


Unknown 








provided 


dots very high moving 












south — » north 




28 Nov 77 


0340 


Sydney NSW 


10 mins 


Silver object 


Insufficient information 
for detailed investigation 


28 Nov 77 


0900 


Blaxland NSW 


1 5 nins 


Very bright light moving 


RAN tracker aircraft 




/ 


across sky 


approaching Richmond 


30 Nov 77 


1600 


Castlereagh NSW 


1 5 mins 


Bright light and loud 


Jet aircraft descending- . 






noise 


into Sydney from west 


3 Dec 77 


1145 


Girrawheen WA 


30 secs 


White light very high and 
moving then disappeared 


Satellite 


3 Doc 77 


1030 


Wollongong NSW 




Light in sky - moving ) 


Satellite. (Both reports 
by same person. 


4 Dec 77 


101 1 


Wollongong NSW 




Light in sky - moving ) 




17 Dec 77 


1130 


Sydney NSW 


8-10 secs 


High disc shape with rusty 


Light reflection off low 




colour 


fast moving stratus 






* 


• 




•clouds. • : 

V 

4 


r 
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/24 Apr 76 



DATS 


THE 

(GMT) 


,c-c T r c:: 


'] *1! TIC?' 




ICXir.LS 

r* • rr * » 


24 Apr 76 


1320 


Duncroi , 


irht ii hts grouped in two 
per 'llol revs of four roving footer 
than a iet aircraft. '/lowed 
through binoculars 


pace debris, with i.agc dup- 
lication caused by lease 
distortion 


25 -pr 76 

! 


1645 


1 id a: I rk, 


ht yellow object ovin.; 

. 

»4 'hn ♦ ,-r- i T ' t 7 

:j.con 


• 

hot '.uown 

1 


25 -pr 76 


1256 


Carnarv n, 


*. is i: ' rrf ii ht:- and one 

•• i r M *?; •; • ire inter itt- i- 

tly 


Insufficient infor: nation 


^0 ;,pr 76 


1030 


■.•’.I]:: i ' , 


: n Ii ht : eviry aero so 

I. • si y, uecrcnscd in cine and 
faded 


Apace debris 


24 : ay 76 


1045 


AlacksrhLt' •, 


. 

fr-.; lc.il ce: tii'U.r’sly increased 

• . • - j • 


c -entry and subsequent decay 
of Cosmos 020 rocket body 


25 lay 76 


1120 


Green Ioint, A 


-•right green li.ht flashing 
ickly acre :c the c'-y 


pace debris 


23 .ay 76 


1130 


, 


■ -.e to pel • blue li ht with 
a tail about five feet long 
.ieved at r.r.nc length, travelling 
art to ' eat 


pace debris 


22 lay 76 


1322 


Polvnarro, JUJ 


Orange-blue light with a snail ail 
travelling fren cuth host to 
forth ho at 


Apace debris 



/31 iny 76 



- 3 - 



ItViS 


1 r 

BBS LOCAO'IOi; 

(C7) 




,c.'j-Tio;; 


y 

i I OCGIbLd 

| c vc?: ' 


51 Lay 76 


1305 


arners Jay, I. 


bright light travelling: Eorth 
ajt getting sraller and fainter 


e-entry of United dates 
satellite known as 1 v7 5 / 99b 


7 Jun 76 


livening 


I .crow ether Vis, 


•ri^bt li. . . r c vint slowly and 
e . ngiry; colour 


tar ..returns viewed, through 
a strong ternper tv 2 0 inversion 


«' Jun 76 


. venin : 


'■n - t..”, 


i , red 


tar Conor'. vs 








c or" ary’ e' ' • • t: -'kite 




3 Jul 76 


21-15 


.X 0 0 1 } 


i 1 vc r r c 1 : ..co- j 0 ct, n e no icc 
r ut ...ai.c '. c-i,_ t c. light 

r; cr ! 't 


Venus 


10 ;.ug 76 


0900 


. .ilccs :.-c. t VIC 


, 

colour : re.', : cr • • -1 white 


..V . HU740 aircraft 


Aug 7^ 


17C5 


'Jarrv ;inui , 


.mo bright ' c 1 li hts in the si y 
a.cc vvnic " by a sound like a 
cl idling tyro 


1..JJ aircrai't involved in a 
night exercise 


3 CT) 7^ 


0010 


Oosford, . 


V r.v bright At • ovirg; slo’./ly 

across the sky 


) . r.- Tiber cf rc orts were rccei’ 

) froi the Gosford area on 3 end 
j 10 eptember. 11 the report: 


10 Oep 76 


0910 


..ho . ni.; .icc, 


. . ry bright white object chr.n .in;; 
colour tc re an? greet: 


) v/ore considered tc bo Venus 
} distorted by rofr; cticn and 
; at;, osphoric scintillation 


23 iep '(6 


235 s 


Cokey, 0 ) 


ilver coloured oval shaped 
light roving at great speed 


dot known 


27 Oep 76 


0900 


Glcnroy, 10 


fright light iti the sky, hover- 
ing and then swinging around 
at great speed 


Young boy flying a. Lite with 
a torch attached! 


6 Oct 76 


0550 


Laclcan, H2' 


Glowing object changing colour 
and ; oving slowly 


Venus 



/ 14 Oct 76 





3 C 7 

»-* ^ 
tH *5 


. QC;J 2 IGE 


u . .. CrJKIOH 


10 IT.LT. 

a .u .11 


14 Oct 7 6 


1420 


t . 


I ri ;ht rot 1 circular object 
1 oving slovly 


Tot L:no\m 


2v. L ct 76 


1015 


crri'i ce, VIC 


i ht . re.y object ovin. very 

foci ar.ro ou the 0 . 


I robot le decay and r- -entry 
of Oocr-oa 610 


Let 76 


1230 


a.t Iv r.T, IJ 


1 la rhin.: x--. an. ;:rera lirhta . 


il aircraft ir. acton 

•3 —on 


2 :ov 76 


1145 


the -i trance, 


lei; re ' 0 c. ''i i -.1 juot 
•• ove Due orison 


■ . Ossibl ; i ll is , ( 

effects of an electrical atom 
in the area 


5 ..OV 76 


1020 


■ ix -a , 


ri._ ht li ]. t:i a ..LI .ail 

By 

iekly in a .ort: - a: „orly 
direction 


ntcllite - 


16 ' ov 76 


1150 


brisbenc, Lu) 


lov; . .ovin radar contacts 


Inouff i< * ent information. 
Irobably chi. cent - etc caused 
anomalous pro: r ati on 


16 Dec 76 


0255 


Kal ccrlie, .A 


ite object •Jarred Hire a. 

ball t v ovi 

ver quickly 


undetermined, a-.-aitiri. further 
inforr.Tr. tior. 


16 Doc 76 


0700 


Kal. ocrlie, A 


. a-'^e object driftiiv; olovly 


Lie. i.arch balloon 



O&MuJAl 




* 



jjevc t;-;k of : ))•;. : -i:cr; (aim ci -ice) 



UTUouAL AEL-JaL SIC. ?i’H!GS 



SK-jttJRY 



2 



JA,r jmY 1975 - 1J r., Viih.il 1975 



1 




i *A(L 3 


-II .. J 

(ci.0 


■.ocaI’ic:’ 


31: CHIITTIOT 


FOIL 1317 
r * 

* '.4 * • 


oj.175 


1009 


Canberra, ACT 


ri ; at light moving very fact 11/ 
to H3 


latellite, leyasus 2 


ioja ::75 


1115 


iamworth, IIS'..' 


71 ev moving white light 


helicopter 


OJ.U175 


0955 


lar Beach, 


Bright moving light, steady 
intensity 


Satellite 


75 


1700 


Brisbane , LL 


lar ye hall of flame, leaving 
singe mark on grass and gravel 

| 


Analysis of residue 
carried out by uni- 
versity of ueonsiard. 
Cause not known 


14 J ^75 


1000 


1 Grove ther, IT-V 


Loving star, disappeared very 
quickly 


:,pace debris 


20 JAH 75 


113s 


jandenong, TIC 


ken objects moving very rapidly 
across the sky 


.na.ee debris, probably 
parts of 01.0—3 rocket 
casing 


21 J/J -75 


1030 


I’erri'oee, VIC 


bright star moving in a straight 
line, with sudden divergence 


..atellite distorted by 
temperature inversion 


24.Tiii.75 


1100 


Will e ton, V'A 


Bright yellow liht following 
car 


Hot known 


50 J. 0:7 5 


0935 


Clayton, VIC 


Four bright objects in Formation 
moving very rapidly 


Ileteorite disintegratin’ 
in barth’s atmosphere 



/ 1F3375 






- 2 



r\ ,A rr«rn 

-J-tb.-lii 



1IEB75 



1 nyr/V 

! (GHT) 



0930 




3 —h '75 

13::-75 



1030 

1710 



14 : 75 

isni '75 

1S5'I375 



1530 



1020 



1200 



5:-,75 



1400 



Warners hay, iV.'A; 

1 

Dove ton, TIC ! 

I 

1 

1 

l=t Wellington, TAD j 

Ilaryville, IT. 4 . 

I ©rtlake, i.TA7 



Ingham, (LI) 



* 



L^cmrcjoi; 


P 0 ..SIBL 3 

0 -A 733 


..■low moving Hue/ yellow light, 
changing to rsd and ther. white. 
Larks found on ground in local 
area 


Cause of aerial phenomena 
not known, possible 
aircraft. 

T .arhs on ground not 
associated with the 
sighting, made by farm 
machinery 


Long flash of light in the shy 


Space debris 


1 airly bright spherical light, 
appeared stationary 


deflection off a balloon 
launched by CSIHC 
Department of -.tro spheric 
Ihysics 


Brilliant flash of blue light 
fro::' behind ht Wellington 


Aurora Australis 


Brilliant white light moving in 
a ‘swooping* notion 


iirius distorted by 
severe temperature 
inversion 


Blue light, faded and then 
flared bright blue 


htar ,'J.debaran, with 
temperature inversion 
causing fading and 
flaring 


Very bright light in the sky, 
changing colour white to red 


Latum 



/6IIAI175 



DAIS; 


TXI-38 


LGCAT'IQH 




(©a?) 




6KAP.75 


1200 


Blackett, 1 I 3 V/ 


6HAR75 


1134 


6 0121 last of Mt 


21K&R.75 


1345 


Engadine, I. 3 W 


2TJ2.15 


0340 


v/o 11s tonecraf t , 


2J-J2J5 


0925 


cbartvilie, ITS 


1AP-75 


0900 


lierth Ryde, 1.-1 


1A?-\75 


0945 


Dauikhan Hills, 




0920 


Yorlceys lino b , C 


4-APR75 


2500 


Wickham, USV 



I 







duscriheici: 


ji'OciJi. .juL 

CAUSE 


Rapidly moving red and white flashing 
light 


Hercules aircraft from 
i'ase Richmond 


Green flare 


Space debris. Re-entry 
of a satellite launched 
in 1958, containing a 
high copper content 


Large round shape, colour of 
setting sun, partially obscured 
by cloud 


I r>on 


Steadily moving white light 


Aircraft departing 
Sydney airport for 
1 .eiboume 


Gold/red light moving very 
quickly 


DC- 10 aircraft departing 
Sydney airp«rt 


V ery large bright star 


Venus 


Cigar shape, red at the tail, 
with a blue/white band of 
•windows* midway between top 
and bottom 


Aircraft on approach 
to Sydney airport 


Yellow object, one cuarter size 
of full moon, moving from side 
to side 


•Saturn 


Silver object abov.t the size of 
a cricket ball 


Venus 



/4AF375 



4 



4 




■J 
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DATD 


JTTJJ 

(a i®) 


LOOi.^iG.*.. 


IQcCPJPi'ICI! 


PClSInLU 

CAUSE 


12AUC-75 


1550 


Yallourr., VIC 


Very bright star, changing colour 
from red and yellow to diamond blue 


Star affected by 
atmospheric scintillatic 


19AUC75 


1010 


Iro adne adou , IT3W 


Unite object aoving at . rcat speed, 
t.ien landing 


hoax 


30 AUG 75 


1235 


115 HI Past of I.ackay, 


Ir.ree white lights in formation 


Hot known 


5-C'x75 


1620 


TTmiua, Kfcjtf 


Yellow twinkling light moving 
faster than an aircraft, in view 
for JO seconds 


Satellite cr launching 
rocket tumbling and 
reflecting sunlight 


i2Di:c75 


1200 


Urunga, r£w 


Two orange/goid li j.it 3 appearing 
to merge and then move apart 

1 1 


Kars distorted by temp- 
erature inversion 





OP Di-irS.OB 



f;.iR O PT': 



• r\~r ' 
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areseAL aeri;j.- srerocsG S 
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DATE 


TI'E 

(ora) 


LOCATION 


DLSCNIFTIOH 




)Lu- u K i CxkUtJA’j # 


13 Aug 74 


0015 


V/oy Woy NSW 


Bright Star 


Vega 


16 Sop 74 


1100 


Sutton Forest LAW 


Cigar shape dull amber in colour 


Space debris or neteor 


20 3cp 74 


1530 


Alice Springs IIT 


Fiery object trailing flakes 


Insufficient data 


25 Sop 74 


1100 


mine Bay FAG 


Brilliant light vague outline 


Insufficient data 


15 Oct 74 


1014 


Katherine NT 


4 star-size reddish lights with tails 


Satellite or space 
debris 


23 Oct 74 


1130 


Darwin NT 


Bright blue-ish light 


Aircraft lights 


C— 
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LTV 


1415 


Gosford HSW 


Silver grey light 


Venus 


5 llov 74 


1130 


Fassipem iTSW 


Bright white light 


Canopus 


9 Hov 74 


1950 


Brisbane ODD 


Silver;/ - white object 


PAlANi 747 Nandi- 
Sydney 


- iTov 74 


0950 


V/entwo r th vi lie NSW 


Bright white object 


Falling star or 
space debris 


2 Doc 74 


1125 


Kt Victoria NS\7 


Bed-bluc-wiiitc light flashing 


Scheduled airline 
traffic 


19 Doc 74 


2130 


kerewether II SW 


Bright light - star-like 
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Venus 
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1210 


Xoccndoa VIC 


| OLioaj s'.apo f lie .oico, 'blvx-jrcy colour 


. yc j m vy?x ~ i^pctcc . 


1 2C0 


Hobart TAG 


f 

Waite light coving across sir;,- 


Satellite 


1045 


Warwick V7A 


Object similar to street light 


Venus 


1745 


Oraicton QJA) 


Unite to orange light 


Venus 


1140 


Olcnkuiitly VIC 


Circular do. 0 glowing red 


riot norite 


0600 


Iff ley Station -CJJ) 


feed lights 


ho sa ' isfnetory ans 


1300 


Townsville QJJ ) 


White light, round in shape 


Star . SLg-.l Hentaum 


1015 


Cascaurina HI 1 


Bright light 


upx or 


181 5 


.Darwin .2 


Aright pulsating light 


Vcr.us 


1750 


Eehuca TIC 


White light /rocn ou top, rod left and right 


7eniia 


1700 


Albury I'lSVT 


White bright gloving light 


Vouus 


170 


Bandenong vJC 


Single- white light, brighter than uorral star 


Venus 


2520 


r eekatharra v/A 


White light 


Satellite 


2245 


Alnchtovn r.SV 


White light noving in straight line 


HI are 


1500 


Hertford I- arl: VA 


Bright light larger than Venus 

/25 I 


Jo’ith African Airli; 
/toeing 70 / approach; 
Berth 

7'j 
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25 Itar 74 


0030 


Rorunburra 710 


Stationery Silver ball 


VV. • m;: 


har 74 


0850 


Slacks Creek CJJ) 


Hue light 


Aircraft Cessna 340 


1 Apr 74 


1045 


Erina IS W 


Whitish blue light 


Conflicting reports , 




- 






:io satisfactory answer 


4 Apr 74 


1930 


1-eraidton UA 


Star like object 


Venus 


14 Apr 74 


1115 


Loyd liver Crossing 


Hcd arid green navigation lights each si^o with 


Light aircraft 






LJtf 


orange/yellow ec.vral light, red light 










flashing 




15 -.pr 74 


1700 


h'arkos liSV/ 


Two brigat li lit a, seemed to accompany each 


Jupiter ad Venus 
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O t ;Cr 




17 Apr 74 


113c 


Garrr.n ACT 


:*o shape, apparent light source only 


JASA j/C-6 


25 -•.pr 74 


1700 


Iloiuotc IPG 


Brilliant white light 


Venus 


2 J Apr 74 


1105 


J erga PPG 


Rod/ orange light 


liars 


• pr 74 


1700 
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Ac ;oda Station xl.G 
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Two lights one very bright, mo dull 


Jug iter/Venus 


5 I -ay 74 


0950 


ilokoda PliG 


bright rainbow coloured light moving east to 


Jupiter 








west 




7 Lay 74 


OC 35 


lit Druitt A Gw 


Largo red oval glowing light 


fall lightuii^; 


9 r : a; r 74 


0950 


Ft I-oresby 1 I:G 


Very bright white light 


Space debris or meteor 


15 Fay 74 


1130 


Kokoda FAG 


1 Single rod . eon of light 


1 ossicle satellite 
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Cc.mmokwcal.th or Australia 

Group Carta in Charlton, 

DIRECTOR' 0? AIR I NTELLIGENCE. 

With the Compliments 
of the 

Private Secretary to the Minister for 
External Affairs 

The attached letter was 
sent to the press in Sydney, 
Brisbane, Adelaide and Melbourne 
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( f\ SbA&flQfcK 

J/\ 



Tr**' 'V 1 ip; (« tv „ 

r.’LTO. i.. . 



20th J annav./ iQDs 



Dear Dir, 



od 



Fron time to time people report having f 
unexplained ob;joctn :ln tho rf y which hv/o co .o 1 c 
"flying n'-uccrn". There have been r." ly c 7 ; pi; .i- 
thorn - the nun chining on high flying airar; 't ••• no '; -,r -logical 
bulloonn - imagination, etc. There la .another ponrdoility 
that may account for none of then, which hen not for ; 
an ;gentrd, no f.nr po I know. On Ino va dr.tr a in one . . : ,1 



the earth pnnnen through meteor ntr* • a. Th no rrc 



» 

fix 

in 



remaina of no to ora that have dinintogroted in outer 
hut which continue their original p? thn round the r n 
the form of ntrennn of nolid partial' n and ntooric 
The fact t.h? t the earth movoa round the nun in a fi. 
rind that thene dobrin of mat' ora rrlao move ro and tin: 
fixed pathn, nooun tlrt the pa thn of the e-rfcix . id ' 
of the .10 meteoric otronmn internee t each other on a '.•hi 
of da ten which oro the name each year. The « arfca r.c ic timed 
taken a number of d?tyn to pnrin through the more import. .*t 
of thene meteoric n tree mo. The flntcn of nr xirtun .letcorio 
activity nro - 3rd January* 2 lot April, th \Y, 8th June* 
30l;h Juno, 20th July, 10-1 3th Au.gunt, 10!:h ( >.• to'iwr, 20-2 3rd 
October, 3-10th November, 1 4th ITovi nbor, loth itovenbor, 

1 1 — 1 3 hli December. 



I have linto of the daiwa over the lar.t never al 
yearn on which people have reported h via ; or on 



nnuccrn" in ■* , arid have comp red then with t* date a 

on which t.lm earth pnont n through flic' principal meteor* 
ntrannn. There appenrn 



to ho a noticeable re.V tlon-dii - 



Py thio I mean fir 



u there 

ia 



between tliono two note of daten. 
tends* to be a grouping of flying cancer oightingo round 
about the meteor— ntrron doton tJi°t if in hard to believe 
by ohonc«. And again, there in a relative ribnouco of 
"flying Bancor" report n during the principal gnpn between 
motcor-ntjrcan dnton. For inn tune c, the minimum noteorie 
activity of tho year in between January and April. Thcoo 
nro also tho non thn in which fowont "flying nauoern" have 
boon reported ifi Auctivlin. I do not ruggont that tM. • 
evidence ia by any av ann complete, 
more than a partial explanation of- "fly ! 

All that I ouggerjfc in that there ir 
people nocn to report otherwirte ok 
n .y round about i.hc flat, no on which 
tho principal r tear— ntr*'nnn, r.nd t 
in the reporting of flying m-u ora 1j. 



or f, 
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t in, at 
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1* 


"fly! 
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r/c 


X •! X 


it 
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b( 


r% 


in 1 l 




.. thene 





.c 



I do not nuggent any more thv 1 . t what I lic.va 

n- id nay bo an explanation 01 at leant a proportion of the 



"flying 



ueer" roportn. 



I an, 

Yourrt very trul^y* 



The Editor, 

"Tbr* Svilnn’r TTfitmi rt ?_ ITo-rnT d w 



(n. G. CAGEY) 
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.V iVtT-'. 0 '' K.A .A. i''. iOLI :Y .. ^ 

.£><’?> "fo "t "'" 

The R.A.A, • . accepts reports on flying nauccra and 



attempts an allocation of reliability. Those that I al l. in the 

p e</ 

r' liabhsi class nrc then subject^ to further investigation as 
aivj when the opportunity occurs. As a result 01 tide iurth r 
investigation, a smaller number of reports are followed up anu 
investigations arc made vdth the Meteorological Services, the 
Government Astronomer and the Civil Aviation authorities in 
an attempt to fit the original occurrences in with any normal 
flying activity or meteorological phenomena. 

2 # As a result of investigations in the P'st, tucrc if 

no doubt that reliable observer’s have reported ugh tings v/hxch 
today arc inex. lico.ble within the resources available to the 
R A.A.P. Reports of this type are continuously filed in an 

\; V A > 

attempt to develop sufficient depth of evidence for accurate 
analysis to be mad . It may however, be several years before 
1 the roquired ilcpth of evidence is available. 
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1. Q. 



/2yy /V c. X C_ to 

REPLY TO QUESTIONNAIRE ON UNIDENTIFIED ~ r ~ 

FLYING QHJI'XlTS - WORLD ’-VIDE J-AGA /•.LEE / ro 



Af_ ^SJlL /jj£C±o) 

j)A2£b 



What i s the official attitude and policy of 
your C-ov (‘lumen t in connection with no-called 
flying saucers? 

At the time of the spate of flying saucers 
reports in 1 952/54 ♦ the Australian Government 
adopted a 'wait and see' attitude. Reports 
on flying saucers from various parts of the 
world Jn-ve been studied and local investigations 






have taken place. The Government has adopted x 
the attitude that there is still insufficient / 



evidence available to enable an accurate 
analysis to be made. 



n« 

» 



2. Q. Trie United States of Arnold ea haw r< special 

commission which investigates reliable reports 
of unidentified flying objects. Has your 
Government a similar project in operation? 

A. There have boon insufficient reports of 

unidentified flying objects in Australia to 

s 

warrant the formation of a special commission 
to investigate them. The Royal Australian 
Air Force aecejte reports and < t tempts o#u 
edi •location of reliability. Reports tlvt fall 

in the reliable class are subjected to further 

~ • i • . 

irufo-rmatien as and when opuortuni ty occurs. 

As a result of this further iwost ignti< n a 

3 inall number of reports are followed up end 

inv or; I j get ions arc made with the Meteorological 

bervice^, the Government Astronomer and the 

Civil Aviation authorities in an at tern at to 

* 

fit the original occurrences in with any 



ftNjjEA J) To 
gN_Cuosq££ i_ tx> 

(_lo) 

DA 7g/) 



534/1/30 (?»'■ ) 



6 MAR 1363 



Boar Sir, 



I rsfor to your lottor dated 23rd January, 19<53» regarding 
unidentified flying objects. 

Prom time to time reports of unidentified flying objooto / 
tiro resolved and investigated by tho Royal Aunt ml Ian Air Forco, but / 
dotnilo of individual investigations have not boon rondo public. 

On October 20th, I960, tho I'iniotor for Air, tho Honourablo 
P.M. Or.bomo, rondo a ntntomont in tho Australian ’fntlonnl Parliamont 
at Cnnborrn, summarising tho position, and his cotnmonta mny bo portinont 
to your re quo ot. 

In tho oouroo of his remarks Mr. Osborns i.oid, "Too Dopnrtir.aat 
of Air dooo obtain Information about all woll-roportod ounoo of unidontifiod 
flying objocts. Although reports of tills sort hnvo boon investigated 
vory carofhlly for eomo years, nearly all of them nro oxplainablo on a 
porfootly nortrol banio. Sorootiroos they nro found to bo wonthor balloons, 
high-flying aircraft, or ovon stnro. On ono ocoacion, it was established 
that a reported spaceship was tho moon. Of all tho so reports, only throo 
or four per cent oannot bo explained on ths basis of oom natural pbonomonon, 
and nothing that has arisen from that throo or four per cont of unexplained 
oasos gives any firm support for ths belief that interlopers froa other 
placoa in this world or outside it havo boon visiting uo". 



Yours faithfully, 



Mr. John Lnval, 

7 Idle wild Ljuiu, 



i 
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(A. il. ^ci'V.i'ltti'.a) 
8 B iJ T! JJ S' \ P Y 



rf-N Nt=K £ 7V 



DEPARTMENT OP AIR 



£n Closure / tu 
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MINUTE PAPER 



(Thi* side only to be written on) 



rtf ho Cio) 

JURIED 



Subject: un Ident 1 fled FI ying Objects 



C .4337/60 — PL 



T)/r - n (fpd) 

i 

■i Pef Pol . 1.0 *1 o 



^ i pinvo reviewed the current "Ad floe" system in 

tAc yrectico of processing I’.F.O. reports and **tth minor 
or I l/ic,isms‘ it. nyineors to Tie working rnti rfnctori.1 y, entailing 
1 - 1 P V'Vni.i'^m^of -ork Tiy tH b 1 Mroctor r to. 



However, In vie'- of SO Ini. ell (Or.com) objections 
of not he v.1n*c b l«* re reonel Ml. itles In ’TH inr end ^AFI direction 
t),rt. |, e S* to receive them 11. is obvious that -e ’"ill hove 
to do something. An s stnrtinr point your recommended stn lament 
rente I nod Pt. Folio 5A should he n coco ted for distribution ns 
I'.r'-u i red. 



1 , The next point wo should consider is the updating 

of the re nor t proformoA. I hove drafted a new questions irre 

V v, io.», I feel will give n more complete, picture of the incident / 

•i-d il. is submitted for yotir consideration. yrt 

5 , Furthermore, an v/ell as advising Jiqopcom on our 

oiwnended course of action we will also ho required to 
include r>,C.A. on distribution of the new directive to keep 
them In the picture. 



y 
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Uroctorato of Ai r Foroa Intelllgonoa 

2/25/ 1( 15) 



Headquarters Support Command HAAF Victoria Barracks FFI T/tT^t,-; SCI VIC 
[la ad quart era Operational Command RAAP T'iTFUTH 1.7 U‘J\j 



j*t vr^TroATr^T or rri p r :-ri n n mrrn ny 



1. The Ttoyol Australian Air Korea is ros.pont.iblo for the 

investigation of reports of uni den tilled flying object* (MFCs) in 
Australia end tho Trust Terri torioa* Tie purpoao of tlds letter la 
to lay down tho procedure for the bundling and investigation of such 
reports. 



2. The main purpose of tho investigation of any IJFO ia to 

oatabllnh whether or not the subject of tho report pooos a thru. at to / 
the security of Australia. Tho Identification of the cause of tho 
UFO report rnd its ol ansi fi cations as aircraft, bulloon, mitscilo, 
astronomical body or phenomena etc, is of minor importance and mainly 
for the benefit of 'lumbers of the pubiio whoso intercut nay have boon 
arouood by the report. 




/ 






3. The handling and investigation of reportn of UFOs lo to 

be tho rooponoibility of tho AOC of tho Contend at whoso baso tho UFO 
is reported. Tho investigation is to bo based on a queetiormulro which 
ia shown at tho nnnor end which is designed t<» rocc r*l all necessary detaila 
of tho obnerv.ation and provide tho information on wliiah on lnvoatlgation 
can bo bnued. 



4* The present arranpmnnt for brln, In . to the r.ttsntion of 

tho TTAAF a report of u UID are widely known. Under the present scheme, 
anyone who or thin a ho Pans nn aerial object widen he cannot 

identify enntaeto the nearest HAAF base, or civil uivporl and if thin io 
Imp recti end, bio nenreut police station. Those arrangements arc writing 
antiofoctori 1 y arid there lr no intention to change llirm* 

f 

5* In a country as largo no Australia, it ie onnulder*d that 

the authority beat, suited to the investigation of n U FI ia tho nearest 
RAAF bane, where lco.il weather condition*, rut l ■'al phene.iv nu and aircraft 
movemontu a^o well kno-vn. Thin la too principle on which the proceduro 
is to be based. 

6. Air Officer* Cormandinu are to on sum that as soon as 

' po oiblo nfler the rw. ort of n UFV) in r-ceiveJ t.h r. •.*,■?<_ Ct: lor sends 

a signal te Command llrvidqunrteri and I)e?ertT*nt of .>‘,ir giving brief 
details of tho observation and appoints a r u niinlUc offieor, preferably 
of the Oenevnl Uitleu Branch, to initiate inquiries. I’orm >) i y t.'i.n 

oTfloer r.hould interview the observer and 00 m. lets trv proforma* Tn 
cases where the roMotonons of the area of ebrr — *i •; -„0 •! :.» -Jen this 

procfrdurw Jmpraotical, or the Huso Coiunamior lo outisfic.l from the initial 
inquiry that nothing would bn gained by us oh rt procedure, he should 
arrange for tho pivForca to be completed by or In the pvTicnoo of a 
' » fr* » m» ijSi.iii reo->onoible person. 



/j /i/ * / 



- 2 - 



j t Vtlien the completed proforma la received at the R.VMP baso, 

of fioera Commanding are to onmiro that an adequate examination of 
the report In carried out, bearing in mind the rrindpleo outlined in 
pnra 2 above. A brief report on the finding of the investigation 
’along with a oopy of the proforma ohould be de up at shod wi thout undue 
delay to Cormnnd neadqunrtoro. After consideration by the /dr Offioor 
CounumUng, the UrO profbrm and investigation findings ara to bo 
forwarded to Department of Air for filing and record purpouoo. 

0, Ifo attempts should be made to annwer public enquiries at 

unit or oo run and level. P.equosto by mernberu of t)ia rnblio for information 
on tJPOs in Australia and for the RAAF aBneuoment of their origin oto 
should bo referred to tho Department of Air whore th"y vrill bn dealt with by 
tho Diroatorato of Publio Point! one. 




(i.s. ropon) 

Croup Captain 

For Chief of th - Air Staff. : 



/ 




I 



* 



(Air Force Office) 



Telephone* Canberra 65 4255 



AF5 54/1/50 Pt 5 (29) 
27 .September 1977 



Headquarters HAAF Townsville (Attn* ..I..4) 

For information: 

He. dquarters Operational Command (Attn: AOlliTiHi) 

^ VLJS Fi-i Cu-OaJ... TltM WITH 



deference: A. II^TVL 5/40/Air i t 5 (27) of 20 -eptenber 1977 



1. With record to -reference A, lir Criesberc of ACO^ had a nee ting with 
I r . . .a ner, director of xublic elatious, and iilFi-ILO on 0 1 arch 1976. 
i r Ciieoberg appeared to be a fairly common senue sort of cl-aractor who did 
not believe in little green men in flying saucers, and his organization 3eened 
to be making a genuine effort to investigate 'CFOs* with the aim of roviding 
a rational explanation. 

2. Having spent some tine impressing on ij Jricoberg that the JJd? did 
not confiscate photographs or classify investigations Top ccrot, it would 
have been pointless to tlien turn around and refuse to co-o.erate at all with 
,.C- . . Therefore, as part of this public relations exercise, it was agreed 
that , work load and tine permitting, if ACC,. did forward any reports to the 
nearest HAM’ base then they would be informed of the results of tho -iAAF’a 
investigation. It was emphasised that the iLAAF would not enter into any 
discussion with regard to the results of an investigation. 

5. V/hilst this policy nay create a little core work at both ir Force 

uffice and Formations, it is felt that in the Ion run it could make life 
a lot easier. 

4. In your reply to ISoa Coriss we suggest that you enclose the report 

forms she iias requested, and reiterate the relevant parts of paragraph 2 of this 
letter concerning work load, and non-discussion of findings. 




. . 

Jquadron Leader 

for Chief of the JLr . taff 



ROYAL AUSTRALIAN AIR FORCE 



TELEPHONE: 81-2111 



in reply quote HQTVL 5/40/Air Pt3(27) 



Headquarters 
RAAF Base 

TOWNSVILLE QLD 4810 
20 September 1977 



Department of Defence (Air Force Office) (ATTN: DAFI-IR) 

For Information : 

Headquarters Operational Command (ATTN: SOINTEL) 

REQUEST FOR RAAF CO-OPERATION WITH UFO RESEARCH 
) ORGANIZATION 



1. Enclosed is a letter requesting this Headquarters to liaise directly 
with a UFO research organization based near Cairns North Queensland. 

2. In viev; of the co-operation requested in para 4 of Hiss Goriss' 
letter your advice is requested. Your attention is also drawn to the 
statement at para 5 of that letter which assents that the RAAF will 
co-operate with UFO organizations. 



(P.J. HODGE) 

Flight Lieutenant 
for Officer Commanding 



Enclosure : 1 



Letter and attachment from UFO Research (FNQ) 



UFO RESEARCH FAR NORTH QUEENSLAND, 
13 Carolyn Close, 

Yorkeye Knob. 4071. 

Phone: 55 7204 * 

14/9/77 



The Intelligence Officer, 

RAAF Base , 

GARBUTT. 

TOWNSVILLE. 4814. ) I ft U 

Dear Sir, / 






MU. -»*- 



This letter is to inform you of the formation of UFO RESEARCH - FAR 
NORTH QUEENSLAND (UFOR-FNQ) in Cairns. 



We are a civilian organisation investigating and researching unusual 
aerial sightings (UFOs) and are a member organisation of the AUSTRALIAN 
CO-ORDINATION SECTION (ACOS) of the CENTRE FOR UFO STUDIES (USA). 

Attached please find a circular informing you of the function of ACOS 
and its member organi8ations # 




l/e mainly function as a body to which members of the public can report 
sightings of UFOs to # and then set out to investigate them and find a natural 
explanation if one is possible# As you are well aware, approximately 
85 - 90^ of all sightings can be identified as being such common items as 
planes, weather balloons, planets, meteors, birds etc. 



The reason for this letter is to ask for your co-operation in 
investigating such reports, by us supplying you with details of any reports 
we receive and you advising us of any outcome of your investigations, as we 
will advise you should we find an explanation to any report forwarded to you. 



One of the Co-Ordinators of ACOS, Harry Griesberg, had a meeting with 
Nr. H. R. Rayner, Director of Public Relations RAAF at the Russell Offices 
in Canberrs early last yesr, and it was agreed that the RAAF would co-operate 
with UFO organisations affiliated with ACOS in this way. 



n 



Would you therefore, kindly forward a supply of RAAF report forms 
which witnesses to Unusual Aerial sightings could; fill out and which we 
would then forward on to you for your investigations. 1 j 

Looking fprward to hearing from you, 
pnci hoping 'for a good working relati 

r if i 






* * 
r / 



/ 's' 

v > 



YoUrs sincerely* j 

L I -L. ! 



relationship, 



12 { { i *:>«'» fC HftHA 



4 * 

V-* 







l . / 
• > / 



U'rtt 






\ \ 

(Misa H. I. Goriss,) 

Assistant; Liaison Officer, „ 

UFO Research F.ar North Queensland, 
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